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Greetings from the Steering Committee 
 
EENR Section members and the steering committee were hard 
at work this fall and Winter providing programs for the benefit 
of the section as well as the broader environmental and legal 
community. Again, we want to thank all of you who 
participated in these activities, particularly those who proposed 
and developed programs. We especially encourage each 
member of the section to help identify educational 
opportunities and organize programs and events—and, of 
course, to attend those programs and events! 

This fall and winter, the section continued to provide education 
programs and updates on policy and regulatory changes at the 
federal level. Our most recent programs have focused on 
recent developments in climate change law and policy, oceans 
and marine issues, trafficking in wildlife and other 
environmental goods, and biodiversity issues. We anticipate 
providing a number of programs this spring on the changes in 
law and policy sought by the Obama administration and 
Congress.  

In addition, in order to share the wealth of good content and 
good speakers, we have continued to identify programs of 
interest offered by other sections of the Bar as well as other 
organizations such as the Environmental Law Institute (ELI) 
and the American Bar Association, and have cosponsored a 
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served as the moderator.  

The committee expects to cohost several ocean-related 
programs with ELI during 2009, and details will be released 
when finalized. 
 
Back to Top 

Recent Section Events 
 
Trafficking in Wildlife 
On October 7, 2008, the animal law committee sponsored a 
fascinating program entitled Trafficking, Trade and Transport of
Wildlife, which attracted significant interest even though it 
competed with the start of the second presidential debate! 
 
Lisa Ann Tekancic, member of the animal law committee and 
president of the WildCat Conservation Legal Aid Society, 
organized and moderated the program, putting the issues in 
context and discussing some recent cases involving illegal 
trafficking in wildlife. 

Alejandra Goyenechea, international counsel at Defenders of 
Wildlife, then discussed the applicable international convention 
on wildlife trade, CITES, its relative strengths and weaknesses, 
and the trade in tigers and hunting of lions, which are largely 
responsible for the decimation of both species.  

Kevin Garlick, special agent branch investigation, Office of Law 
Enforcement at the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, followed with a 
discussion of federal laws used to combat illegal trade and 
ensure humane and safe captive programs, and how his 
agency enforces those laws.  

Adam Roberts, senior vice president of Born Free USA, added 
his perspectives on the limits of the Animal Welfare Act and 
Captive Wildlife Safety Act to ensure the "compassionate 
conservation" of captive wildlife, the struggle to get Congress 
to strengthen these laws, and efforts to ensure animal 
sanctuaries meet appropriate standards.  

Finally, Jim Plowman, Commonwealth's attorney for Loudon 
County, Virginia described the legal tools available for 
prosecuting animal cruelty and the keeping of unpermitted 
exotic pets in his region. We are grateful to all the speakers, as
well as a spirited audience, for providing insight into such an 
important issue. 
 
Back to Top  

Climate Change and Energy Program 
On October 20, 2008, the D.C. Bar cosponsored an exciting 
and interesting program with ELI and the ABA on Climate 
Change and Energy: The Full North American Experience. 
David van Hoogstraten of Hunton & Williams moderated a 
panel discussion by the senior environmental officials of the 
Mexican and Canadian Embassies -- Alejandro Posadas and 
Jason Toland. 

A capacity crowd heard both speakers describe their countries' 
respective programs to address climate change and how the 
actions of the next U.S. administration may impact their own 
countries' efforts. Both Mr. Posadas and Mr. Toland described 
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